
Sub-Saharan Africa

Rethinking Rwanda: A Look at the History, Events, and Present of the Rwandan 

In this presentation we will take a critical look at a very hot topic in the current media
- the genocide of Rwanda in 1994. In addition to learning the history and unfolding of
the genocide (including photos from genocide memorials if the teacher wishes), we
will explore together how the genocide has been and is portrayed in western media 
as well as discuss widespread misconceptions about who was involved, who was 
affected, and why. Suggested pre-reading list available.

Note: This presentation is designed for high school students, but can be tailored to a
younger, middle school audience which focuses on themes such as “what is 
ethnicity?” and “what is genocide?”
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Twende Rwanda na Kenya Pamoja! (Let's Go To Rwanda and Kenya Together!)

Let's go to Rwanda and Kenya! This highly flexible and adaptable presentation takes
a broad look at the African countries of African Rwanda. This presentation is all 
about your class or group; we can explore food, daily life, culture, traditional dress, 
city life vs. rural life, sports, music, politics, pottery and basket-making, dating and 
marriage, traditional culture vs. modern culture, language, traditional religion, and 
dance. We can also examine topics such as poverty, AIDS, hunger. Lots of personal
stories and photos as well as many genuine artifacts including traditional baskets, 
pottery, dance objects, clothing, and music!

Note: This presentation can be tailored to either Rwanda or Kenya, or can focus on 
both. Additionally, it can be tailored to all age groups, from elementary students to 
those in high school.
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Culture Dectectives

Put on your trench coats and get our your magnifying glasses because we are going
to do some detective work and find out what is really going on in the world around 
us.  We will start by defining culture in general and then see what sets us apart by 
defining our own culture.  Next we will do some globe trotting to explore some 
various other cultures from around the world to see what the norms are for people 
who live in South America, Asia, Africa, and everywhere in between.  After 
examining these places around the world, we will do some comparing and 
contrasting to see what we can find out. We will also examine some specific topics 
that make up particular parts of a culture such as language, religion, traditions and 
holidays, and government. After all our detective work is done, we should be able to
better understand our own and other world cultures enabling better appreciation for 
them all.
This presentation can be scaled up or down to fit students ages and knowledge 
levels.

Developing Countries: A Day in the Life

A day in the life of Students in Developing Countries: A case of Nicaragua and 
Tanzania

Despite having different cultures and traditions, most developing countries' 
educational systems have a lot of similarities with those in the US.  This presentation
compares and contrasts the lives of students in Nicaragua and Tanzania to those in 
the US. Through interactive games, activities, and examples of traditional dress, the
students will walk away from this presentation with a greater understanding of what it
is to be a student in one of these developing countries.
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Millennium Village Project

This presentation focuses on the North Carolina Millennium Village Project (MVP). 
MVP is a student-led movement that partners with the village of Marenyo in Kenya to
eradicate extreme poverty using the UN Millennium Development Goals. I will 
present about MVP, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and extreme 
poverty in general to high school students. I will discuss how MVP was founded; the 
issues surrounding extreme poverty such as health, the environment, gender 
equality, and education; events we have planned/ are planning; and ways that high 
school students can become involved.

The Slave Trade from the African Perspective - Ghana

This presentation is based on notes, observations, and photographs from my 
semester in Ghana. I visited many slave 'castles' and also less traditionally 
recognized attractions.

I can steer the content towards a grade-level or the aspect of history that the class is
learning about at the time. It will be focused on following the path of would-be slaves
from the north to the 'castles' and eventually to North and South America.

Uganda: What's it like to be there?

This presentation is about my summer experience in Uganda. I will show and 
describe my experiences working with school children, city life versus rural life, and
my trip to a wildlife refuge. I will also bring crafts and clothing that I brought from 
Uganda so that students will have some tangible representation of the country to 
touch. If desired, I can help facilitate a pen-pal program between students in North 
Carolina and students in Uganda.
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Around the World in 80 Minutes

It took Phileas Fogg eighty days to circle the world in Jules Verne's classic novel, but
we will examine cultures across the globe in 80 minutes (timing flexible)!  We'll begin
by taking a hard look at American culture - what does it mean to be American?  
From the United States, we'll move to Latin America, Africa, Europe, Asia, and the 
Middle East.  We'll examine pace of life, education, work, foods, language, and 
religion in five world regions.  We'll compare/contrast these cultures to American 
culture to better recognize similarities and differences.  The goal of this presentation
(which can be modified for all ages) is to encourage cultural sensitivity and 
understanding.

Life and Education in Tanzania through the eyes of female students

Students for Students International is a student-run non-profit organization that 
works to harness the idealism and energy of our classmates and to direct them 
towards humanitarian projects that aim to make a positive difference in the lives of 
other students – both at home and abroad. For the past thirteen years, we have 
raised money to give full merit and need-based scholarships to students in 
Zimbabwe and Tanzania whose academic futures, despite their achievements, were
in jeopardy. In hopes of supporting our scholars we strive to share images, stories 
and details about their lives with the North Carolina community. This presentation 
touches on aspects of life and culture in Zanzibar, the Tanzanian island where our 
scholars live, as well as explores the education system experienced by our students.
We have two versions of this presentation, one catered more toward elementary 
school students, and another catered toward middle and high school students.
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Millennium Village Project

One-sixth of the world's citizens live on less than $1 a day. Extreme poverty is the 
greatest moral dilemma of our time. What are we doing to change this?
The UNC-Duke-Bennett Millennium Village Project is a student-led initiative that 
aims to help end global poverty, in the belief that extreme poverty is the greatest 
moral dilemma of our time. Part of ending poverty is the fundamental task of raising
awareness about the issue, so in our presentation we explore the meaning and 
characteristics of extreme poverty.  We also discuss the United Nations Millennium
Development Goals and explain the Millennium Village Project development model 
in detail.  Most importantly, we give suggestions on what YOU can do to help and 
get involved in the fight to end global poverty.

Tuseme Kiswahili! (Let's Speak Kiswahili!)

Experience a new perspective of East Africa through learning the native language, 
Kiswahili! In this presentation, I will discuss the history of the language from its 
fascinating origin and teach basic Kiswahili using interactive exercises and objects 
from the heartland of Kenya.

Kenya

Learn about the East African country of Kenya, from food and family to history and 
current events!

In the Masai Mara

The Masai are a unique tribe that still today follow their ancient practices and culture
in the heartland of Kenya. Come explore a fascinating lifestyle of the people and 
learn about the Masai Mara National Park and its many other inhabitants from 
elephants and giraffes to lions and cheetahs.
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African Paper Beads

Students will learn about the different uses and meanings of beads in African 
cultures. Students will learn about how paper beads are being used in Africa to bring
awareness of poverty and promote a higher standard of living. Project will promote 
the use of recycled materials. Students will use recycled magazines to create African
jewelry. This activity is for all ages and time limits.

All things Igbo, Nigeria

Learn about the Igbo culture of Nigeria. See the clothing worn and taste some of the
food eaten by Igbos in Nigeria. Listen to some of the traditional music as well as 
more popular music Igbo Nigerians have to offer. Learn some of the customs and 
traditions that have been past down from generation to generation. While we are at it
learn some phrases as well as numbers in Igbo.

The Road Less Traveled: Rotary Youth Exchange Year Long Program

Studying abroad changes lives every day.  Most people take a summer or semester 
in college to do this, but how about starting early?  The Rotary Youth Exchange 
offers a low-cost way to experience another culture while still in high school.  This 
program places students in small towns, where there are often no other people from
their country.  I took a year off before college to live in Denia, Spain, a town on the 
Eastern coast and it changed my life.  Hear about the program, my experience, and
how your students can start the process of opening their minds even before college,
where many programs are in big cities and flooded with other foreigners.
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