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Italy for K-8 students

Italy for K-8 students is a fun-filled, interactive presentation covering various aspects
of Italy including language, geography, culture, and sports. The presentation begins
and ends with trivia quizzes and involves the use of powerpoint slides as well as 
Italian props.

Culture Dectectives

Put on your trench coats and get our your magnifying glasses because we are going
to do some detective work and find out what is really going on in the world around 
us.  We will start by defining culture in general and then see what sets us apart by 
defining our own culture.  Next we will do some globe trotting to explore some 
various other cultures from around the world to see what the norms are for people 
who live in South America, Asia, Africa, and everywhere in between.  After 
examining these places around the world, we will do some comparing and 
contrasting to see what we can find out. We will also examine some specific topics 
that make up particular parts of a culture such as language, religion, traditions and 
holidays, and government. After all our detective work is done, we should be able to
better understand our own and other world cultures enabling better appreciation for 
them all.
This presentation can be scaled up or down to fit students ages and knowledge 
levels.
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Willkommen in Deutschland

Deutschland!

Behind Germany's past, lies a country that has yet to be discovered in more ways 
than just its history. It is rich in culture from Bavarian castles to all the kinds of wursts
you can think of. Every city in Germany has its own special story that helps define 
Germany's identity. In our changing world, Germany deals with issues of immigration
and the immerging power of the EU. Come discover Germany through its music, its 
food, culture and daily life!

Auf Wiedersehen, or as the locals like to say it: Tschuess!

Willkommen in Germany

Behind Germany's past, is a culture waiting to be discovered from Bavarian castles 
to all the wursts you can think of. Germany deals with the issues of immigration and
working with the EU. With each of Germany's unique cities and towns, it helps to 
create Germany's identity.

Spanish Submersion: Exploring Spanish and Moroccan culture

From Paella to Cafe-culture to Flamenco, Spain is a mixture of old and new worlds.
Take your students on an exploration into the evolution of Spain's culture and 
Spanish-Moroccan relations. This presentation covers Spanish holidays and 
festivities like Semana Santa (Easter week) as well as current and former political 
issues.
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Playing in Barcelona

This presentation introduces students to Barcelona, Spain via the first-hand 
experience of a UNC-Chapel Hill student. It is very interactive including a simple 
Spanish language lesson, crafts that reflect the influence of Gaudi and Picasso and
games that any student can play. All parts of the presentation will be adapted to be 
age-appropriate. Overall the aim will be to foster respect for other cultures by 
showing students how they can identify with people of different backgrounds.

(note: It is possible to combine this presentation with one about southern Spain in 
order to give students a wider view of Spanish culture.)

Living in the Shadow of Etna: A look at life in eastern Sicily

For many people, the thought of living right next to an active volcano is a terrifying 
one.  For the residents of the area near Catania, Sicily, however, the eruption of 
Etna is a common occurrence that rarely interferes with everyday life, and Etna is 
even viewed by some as “part of the family.”  In this presentation I introduce 
students to Mount Etna, showing videos that I shot of an eruption that took place in 
2007 and photographs taken while hiking on the slopes of the volcano.  I then 
discuss my own experiences living in a rural town near Etna.  This presentation 
includes information on the history of this area, a look at farming practices in the 
region, a discussion of how to make hand-made pasta, information about a local 
religious festival in honor of Sant’Antonio (Saint Anthony), and a brief introduction to
the Italian language.  This presentation is suitable for kindergarten through middle 
school students.

3 10/6/2009



Europe and Russia

Around the World in 80 Minutes

It took Phileas Fogg eighty days to circle the world in Jules Verne's classic novel, but
we will examine cultures across the globe in 80 minutes (timing flexible)!  We'll begin
by taking a hard look at American culture - what does it mean to be American?  
From the United States, we'll move to Latin America, Africa, Europe, Asia, and the 
Middle East.  We'll examine pace of life, education, work, foods, language, and 
religion in five world regions.  We'll compare/contrast these cultures to American 
culture to better recognize similarities and differences.  The goal of this presentation
(which can be modified for all ages) is to encourage cultural sensitivity and 
understanding.

“In Europe it's the little differences..”

Discover the cultural differences between living in western Europe and in the United
States! Topics discussed include: how Europeans tell time, the Euro, holidays, 
student life, “typical European” family experiences, differences in clothing styles, 
music, and food.

Bon Appetit!

French Food!! The French are known for their superior cuisine. Discover why food, 
and food sharing, is so culturally important to the French.

Global Water and Sanitation

1.8 billion people lack access to clean drinking water, and as a result suffer from 
diarrheal diseases such as dysentery and cholera. Surface water is often polluted 
with pathogens, and groundwater can contain heavy metals such as arsenic.  We 
will look at water and sanitation from a developing country's perspective.  Water 
conservation, a problem known to both developing and developed countries, will 
also be discussed and students’ “water footprints” will be calculated.
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Cultural Detective- Asia, South Pacific, Europe

From the roof of the world (Himalayas and Tibet- Buddhist culture) to South-east 
asian Cambodian buddhist culture, to life down under in New Zealand, Australia, and
Fiji to the Viking-fjord land of Norway, and everywhere in between.  These cultures 
(mainly Asia, South Pacific, northern europe, and the US) will be compared and 
contrasted.

What are those Red Coats really like?

This workshop looks at the special relationship between the UK and the USA. What
are the main differences and similarities, language, food and culture. Interesting 
things about living in England and what people really think about their Queen will be
discussed. Students will get the opportunity to watch some british humour and have 
their questions answered by a real Englishman.

Joyeux Noel!

Not everyone celebrates holidays the same way, and that definitely holds true with 
Christmas.  Learn how the French celebrate Christmas, or "Noel".  Learn common 
French expressions regarding the holiday, different traditions, about French 
Christmas foods (with recipes to take home!) and practice singing some Christmas 
Caroles in Francais!
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William Shakespeare...in our everyday lives!

The United Kingdom is famous for many things—the Beatles, Harry Potter, Princess
Diana, just to name a few—and has produced many a great mind. One of the 
greatest, perhaps, to come of out of this history-rich country is William Shakespeare.
We will learn about the life and times of this famous author and how the stories he 
created are still present in our everyday life. We will learn words he created, and 
perhaps try to create a few of our own! Students will also get a chance to show off 
some Shakespearean skills of their own when we close up with a short dramatic 
reproduction of a scene from one of Shakespeare’s plays.

Pizza and Pasta

Food in Italy—undoubtedly, images of pizza and pasta flash into the mind.  While 
these foods have become iconic of Italy and Italian life, we all too often fail to explore
why and how pizza and pasta gained such importance and what deeper cultural 
implications food may have.  This presentation seeks to look at food and food 
practices to move beyond stereotypes to find a truer understanding of Italian culture.
With topics and activities that are adjustable depending on grade-level, this 
presentation will present a brief history of Italian food, explain current food practices,
explore the types and significances of regional dishes, and provide students the 
opportunity to prepare and/or taste an Italian specialty.

Spanish Language: not all Spanish is created equal

When high school students learn about the Spanish language and Hispanic cultures,
it's often easy to confuse them.  My presentation aims to show these students that 
there are a lot of differences in not just the culture, but the language from one to 
another.  We will go through a lesson in the different dialects among Spanish-
speaking cultures, listen to music exemplifying the differences and then play a game
to review what we've learned.  Available in English or Spanish.

6 10/6/2009



Europe and Russia

Around the world in 30/60 minutes.

This presentation will spend a brief amount of time in different countries around the
world.  We will look at enlarged photos of important landmarks in each country and 
their history.  Students will have the chance to "visit"countries including France, Italy,
Cuba, Puerto Rico, Egypt, Israel, Russia, England, Turkey, Morocco, Germany, 
Holland and Spain.  Additionally artifacts will be presented from some of these 
countries like wooden shoes from Holland. As a souvenir from their travels students
will get to take home a post card from one of the countries they "visited".

Kilts, Clans, and Céilidhs

Scottish heritage is rich in tradition, family, and music. This presentation delves into 
the historical and current use of the bagpipes, highland dance, and the Scottish 
games, along with discussing the meanings of clan tartans and crests.

España es diferente!/Spain is different!

Spain is famous for its beautiful beaches, sunny climate, the bullfight, and flamenco.
However, Spain is much more than this!  This presentation will explore the diversity
of Spain from its geography, its languages, its food, its fiestas, and its music, 
dispelling common misconceptions.  Students will gain knowledge and 
understanding about Spain and learn Spanish phrases!

Great Scot! Bagpipes and Traditional Culture of Scotland

Bagpipes played live in your classroom! Seamus McHaggis, a hearty Scotsman 
portrayed by Actor Yance Covington, will take your students on a wild ride through 
Traditional Scottish culture.  Seamus, dressed in full traditional Scottish regalia, will 
play the bagipies, have students try on a kilt for them selves,  and learn a wee bit o
Gaelic.
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